CMS 4310

Film Analysis & Criticism/Bonner


Grizzly Man (Werner Herzog, 2005; 103 minutes)

Producer: Erik Nelson
Editor: Joe Bini
Cinematography: Peter Zeitlinger
Original Music: Richard Thompson

Cast (all characters as themselves):

Werner Herzog, Narrator & Interviewer

Timothy Treadwell
Amie Huguenard

Jewel Palovak

Kathleen Parker

Willy Fulton, Pilot

Franc G. Fallico, Coroner

Abstract (adapted from box cover): 

In this mesmerizing film, acclaimed director Werner Herzog (Aguirre Wrath of God, Fitzcarraldo, Encounters at the End of the World) explores the life and death of amateur grizzly bear expert and wildlife preservationist, Timothy Treadwell, who lived unarmed among Alaskan grizzlies for thirteen summers.
Questions for Discussion:

1.  What parallelisms and contrasts do you find suggested among the different main characters and their situations? 

2.  How does the film use cinematic techniques to encourage or withhold our judgments of their values and their conduct? 

3.  How do the editing, camerawork, and mise-en-scène of Grizzly Man compare to our other screened films from Section 1 of our class? 
4.  What do you interpret as the film's explicit, implicit, and symptomatic meanings? (Check Film Art for a refresher of these terms). In what ways do the film’s documentary formal principles generate those meanings and others?

5.  Find two motifs or examples of how the editing creates meaning in Grizzly Man, keeping in mind our reading by the film’s editor, Joe Bini. Then, explain (with terms!) how your selections might have been alternatively shot and/or edited to create entirely different meanings.

